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Request for Proposal
Water Quality and Riparian Habitat Restoration Projects in
The Coeur d’Alene Basin and Idaho Panhandle

Introduction

This Request for Proposal (“RFP”) is seeking applicants that can implement successful environmental restoration projects within Shoshone County or the greater Idaho Panhandle that will restore water quality and/or riparian habitat injured by historic mining or local land use practices. For purposes of this RFP, preference is given to restoration project areas within Shoshone County, but projects outside of Shoshone County but within the Idaho Panhandle will also be considered. Project proposal should not contain mine waste that is planned to be remediated via the Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA”) clean-up of the Bunker Hill Mining and Metallurgical Complex Superfund Site, also referred to as the Coeur d’Alene Basin Superfund Site, nor should projects involve restoration that will otherwise be accomplished via the natural resources damages and restoration process associated with the Coeur d’Alene Basin Superfund Site.

Background

The Idaho Conservation League (“ICL”) is a 501(c)3 environmental nonprofit organization, whose mission is to protect Idaho’s environment. ICL’s main office is in Boise, in addition to two field offices in Ketchum and Sandpoint. ICL has a history of coordinating and funding environmental restoration projects. Most recently, in 2018, ICL helped fund riparian restoration projects along Beaver Creek, a tributary to the North Fork of the Coeur d’Alene River in Shoshone County.


Funds Available

Up to $80,000 is available under this RFP for restoration projects. This amount represents the total amount available for all projects related to this RFP.


Geographic Priority Areas for Restoration

The area of highest priority are sites within Shoshone County that have been impacted or impaired by mining pollution. Areas beyond Shoshone County will be considered with diminishing interest the further the proposal is from Shoshone County. Water bodies and riparian habitat impaired by other pollutants or degradation, besides mining pollution, will also be considered.


Restoration Goals

ICL intends to award funds to an entity or entities whose proposals can best improve or protect water quality in the Coeur d’Alene Basin. These entities will carry out projects including but not limited to: bank stabilization, riparian habitat restoration, road de-commissioning, mine waste clean-up, and/or ensuring the long-term viability of the restoration projects via conservation easements, public ownership, or other controls. Successful project proposals will include a description explaining how the actions to be taken will result in permanent water quality improvements. 

ICL will give preference to project proposals that have or anticipate securing matching funds, which increase scope and benefit of work that can be done with the funds associated with this RFP.

ICL will not award funds to projects that only have a planning component. Qualifying projects must include on-the-ground work that improves water quality and/or riparian habitat.


Restoration Project Descriptions

This RFP is soliciting proposals from entities that are able to implement a successful project to improve or protect water quality and/or riparian habitat in the Coeur d’Alene Basin. Successful applicants will propose projects in or near impaired water bodies that have potential to support critical environmental values, including: fish and wildlife, habitat, recreation, etc. Alternatively, successful applicants may also propose projects in riparian areas that have been minimally disturbed, and where there is still opportunity to secure and protect the environmental values that currently exist there. In both cases, an integral part of successful projects will be concrete actions and/or plans to assure the benefits of the project are maintained into the future. These actions or plans may include, but are not limited to: monitoring, maintenance, conservation easements, public ownership, or other controls.

In order to be acceptable, all proposals must be:
1. Compliant with federal and state laws;
2. Technically feasible and within available funding; and
3. Address injured water or riparian resources.

The funds associated with this RFP cannot be used for EPA response actions, nor can they be used for projects that would otherwise be funded and implemented for purposes of natural resource damages in the Coeur d’Alene Basin Superfund Site. Ideally, this RFP will solicit project proposals that will be additive to the natural resources restoration and clean-up efforts ongoing in the Coeur d’Alene Basin. Applicants with questions about this should use the contact information below.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal Specifications

Proposals will include:

Name of the group submitting proposal: Name the group or individuals submitting the restoration project proposal. Include the name of the project coordinator, address, telephone number, and email address.

Project Location and Description: Please include a lat/long for the project area, as well as driving directions. The project description should include a brief discussion explaining why the proposed restoration is significant and why it should be prioritized, as opposed to other restoration opportunities in the Coeur d’Alene Basin or Idaho Panhandle.

Expected Project Outcomes: Describe the expected outcomes and benefits of the project.

Tracking Project Results: Describe the parameters that would be monitored to evaluate project results.

Load Reduction: Describe how you expect this project will reduce the Estimated Annual Pollutant Load of this water system.

Monitoring Plan: Describe the long-term monitoring will be incorporated into the project design. Identify who will do the project monitoring and how the monitoring will be funded.

Amount of request and budget: Total amount of funding requested is not to exceed the total amount of funds available, up to $80,000. Provide an approximate budget for the funding requested in descriptive summary categories, such as personnel, materials, realty costs, operations and maintenance costs, monitoring, etc. Proposals stating only a total cost with no budget breakdown will not be considered. Please include information pertaining to any types of cost sharing, such as other funding sources or in-kind services that will add to possible restoration projects.

Timeline: Outline the estimated time and steps or phases needed to complete the project, including an estimated completion date. Estimate how long the project will take to reach its full potential. And, provide a timeline and milestones for any/all monitoring and maintenance activities required after the project is completed. Please also include a date or general timeframe of when disbursement of funding through this RFP would be needed.

Description of natural area management experience and capabilities: Please detail your experience with implementing the specific project actions included in the proposal. Please also provide details on your experience with developing and monitoring maintenance plans for natural resources restoration projects.

Proposal Page Limit: Proposals should be no more than 15 pages. If more pages are absolutely necessary, please request a page limit extension using the contact information provided below.

Proposal Evaluation and Procedures

Proposals will be evaluated internally by the Idaho Conservation League, on a rolling basis. When proposals that are potentially acceptable are identified, ICL may request more information of the applicants and carry out negotiations for the purposes of obtaining best and final offers. 

ICL reserves the right to withdraw this RFP at any time and for any reason and to issue such clarifications, modifications, and/or amendments as it deems appropriate. 


Proposal Schedule

ICL will review project proposals on a rolling basis until the available funds have been fully disbursed.


Other Legal Contracting Requirements

Successful applicants will enter into contractual agreements with ICL. Successful applicants will be notified of contracting and cooperative agreement needs on selection of proposals. Final approval of a project will occur at the completion of any necessary contracts or formalization of cooperative agreements.


Contacts

Matt Nykiel
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 2308
Sandpoint, ID 93964
208-265-9565
mnykiel@idahoconservation.org
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